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This Week 


The first wholesale closings of 

the entire season were scheduled with 
the blame placed on the coming of warm 
weather and the end of the theatre party 
season, Scheduled for closing on June 13 
are Rashomon after 161 performances , 
Once More, With Feeling after 272, and 
A Touch of the Poet, Sunrise at Camp- 
obello closed May 30 after 558 perform- 
ances, 


Plays 


Saturday Night with music and lyrics 
by Stephen Sondheim, book by Julius and 
Philip Epstein to be presented in Dec, by 
Jule Styne-Joseph Kipness, Bob Fosse,dir- 
ector and choreographer...Styne also to 
produce musical version of "Subways Are 
for Sleeping" with score by the producer, 
and lyrics by Betty Comden-Adolph Green, 
+++ The Kids, Charles Best's play on the 
Hungarian revolt being presented by many 
community theatre members of the South- 
Eastern Theatre Council, to be presented 
on Broadway next season- by George Ham- 
lin- John Caldwell...TV director John 
Frankenheimer to stage The Midnight Sun 
.+.Eddie Bracken to direct The Persistent 
Muse by Herbert Kubly due in the early 
fall, Bracken has had open casting and 
has already auditioned 2500...Two pro- 
ductions of Brecht's Mother Courage are 
slated to open with stars the week of Oct 
15. Marc Blitzstein's adaptation withthe 
original score by Paul Dessau, starring 
Siobhan McKenna, directed by Jose Quin- 
tero is to be presented by Circle in the 
Square-Roger Stevens, with the written 
permission of Stefan Brecht , the author's 
son, Eric Bentley's adaptation starring 
Katina Paxinou, directed by David Brooks, 
is to be presented by Lee Paton- Robert 
Welber , with Bentley claiming authoriz- 
ation by the author and his estate. 


Players 


Jackie Gleason and Ruth Warwick 
signed for Connecticut Summer ...Pat- 
ricia Neal to co-star with Anne Ban - 
croft in The Miracle Worker... Fran - 
ces Schwartz,17 year old-daughter of 
Maurice Schwartz may have leading 
role in The Dybbuk from Woodhaven 
...Cantinflas may make US debut in 
A Toy For Carmen by S,K, Hershewe 
due this winter...Sonya Wilde replaced 
Carol Lawrence, West Side Story ... 
Paul Ford replaced David Burns, The 
Music Man,..Loren Driscoll replaced 
Michael King, My Fair Lady... Basil 
Rathbone replaces Raymond Massey, 
J.B., June 8, 


Calendar 


2 x 4- Showplace (146 W 4)-6/2 
-New musical revue by Robert Bern- 
stein with Lynne Charnay, Doug Rob- 
inson, Saralou Cooper, Burt Bier... 
Sessue Hayakawa-7 Arts Theatre 6/3 
Japanese star to present program of 
pantomime, dance and charades, with 
Hideho Azuma.,..Dr Willy Nilly -Bar- 
bizon Plaza 6/4, Knickerbocker Pro- 
ductions present play with music ad - 
apted from Moliere's "The Physician 
Inspite of Himself" by Alfred Drake- 
Edward Eager, lyrics by Eager, music 
by Pembroke Davenport, staged by 
Drake, starring Howard Da Silva ... 
Getting Married-Provincetown- 6/4 
Norman Roland presents second pro- 
duction in "Shaw Festival" repertory. 


Billy Barnes Revue- York 6/ 9 
George Eckstein-Bob Reese present 
West Coast revue, now in its 33rd week 
at Las Palmas, Los Angeles, Music - 
lyrics by Billy Barnes, sketches by Bob 
Rodgers with Joyce Jameson, Bert Con- 
vy, and Rodgers... Cast of Characters- 
Downtown 6/10, Jane Moultrie's one 
woman show presented for limited run 
++. Cave at Machpellah-Living- 6/ ll 
Julian Beck-Judith Malina present verse 
play by Paul Goodman, staged by Beck, 
to be presented in repertory with''Many 
Loves."...Romeo and Juliet- Stratford, 
Conn 6/12. American Theatre Festival 
season opening production, 


Playhouses 


NYC Fire Dept. plan to enforce 
non-smoking regulations in legit 
theatres via "flying squads" of fire- 
men issuing summonses was post- 
poned at the theatres request for 
more time to improve conditions... 
60,000 Long Island club members 
have backed the 7 30 PM curtain plan 
--.A fire of a stage curtain at a Des- 
try Rides Again matinee was brought 
under control after a 40 minute inter- 
mission, Musicians provided a jazz 
session during the wait. Members of 
the 5 fire companies which respond- 
ed were invited by producer David 
Merrick to see the entire show. 


Special Events 


“Art and Artists of the Theatre" 
exhibition on display at Wilderstein 
Gallery,19 E 64, through the end of 
June includes paintings from the 15th 
century to the present. 


The Crucible to close June 14 
after 533 performances... The Ner- 
vous Set appealed to Actors Equity 
to let it re-open at the Orpheum, but 
the union held to its previous stand- 
that such a practice would allow wage 
cutting whenever business got bad... 
Showplace, 146 W 4,becomes Off - 
Broadway's smallest theatre when 
it switched from AGVA to Equity jur- 
istiction. 2 x 4 revue is presented 
at 9 30 and 12 midnight, drinks and 
refreshments are sold in room seat- 
ing 74...Cave at Machpellah open - 
ing at Living Theatre was postponed 
to allow installation of air-condition- 
ihg system. The Connection joins 
the repertory with Many Loves June 
30, 


Bon Soir, Madame , an adapt- 
atation of two Moliere plays by Eug- 
ene Van Grona-David Weiss will be 
presented this summer at either the 
Players or Sullivan St Theatre, with 
Dolores Dorn-Heft starred... Vin- 
cent is the new title of "The Hand of 
Fire" play on Van Gogh to be pre - 
sented Sept 30 at Cricket... Tom O'- 
Horgan replaced Paul Dooley, Fall - 
out, latter joining Dr. Willy Nilly... 
Robert Alvin replaced Sorrell Brook, 
Enemy of the People. .. John Hall, 
director, replaced Leigh Wharton , 
Waltz of Toreadors,for several per- 
formances , after latter injured his 
ankle... Carol Burnett, Once Upon 
A Mattress, doubling at Blue Angel. 


Summer Playhouses 


Montauk Manor Playhouse, Mon- 
tauk, LI, to open June 13 witha new 
600 seat theatre erected on the indoor 
tennis auditorium, Herb Sheldon pro- 
ducer..."Carte Blanche" credit card 
system to cover Westbury, LI, Camden, 
NJ, Storrowton, Mass, Music Fairs... 
Musical Arena Theatre Assn predicts 
6 million attendance and $12 million 
gross this session ... Westport, Conn., 
Country Playhouse opens 29thseason 
with a special engagement of Arlene 
Francis in Once More With Feeling 
June 18, Hollywood preview of Tony 
Randall in Arms and the Man, prior 
to his making film of GBS play, will 
follow June 29...Margaret Hamilton 
to test her one-woman show June 8 
at Hedgerow Theatre , Moylan, Pa... 
Tallulah Bankhead's injuries after a 
severe fall at her home caused her 
to cancel 7 bookings of Private Lives, 
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DIGESTS OF CURRENT NYC THEATRE REVIEWS 


Leave It To Jane- Sheridan Sq 5/25. 5 pros and 2 cons- 
Herald Tribune , News- filed on revival of Jerome Kern's 
1917 musical with book by P, G, Wodehouse-Guy Bolton, pre- 
sented by Joseph Beruh-Peter Kent, staged by Lawrence Car- 
ra with Kathleen Murray in the title role. Affirmative voters 
enjoyed the Kern musical, the excellent production and the 
young cast, though all agreed book and lyrics were date. Rave 
notice from Atkinson, Times, cheered the remarkable re- 
creation done with skill and taste by an admirable company 
headed by the wonderful Miss Murray. Coleman, Mirror, en- 
joyed the delightful Kern music with its corny book that if 
taken on its own terms is fun. Watts, Post, recalls that the 
original production was the first one he saw in NYC, and 
his 5 favorite songs hold up. Production, he added, is vastly 
helped by the charming and unaffected portrayal of Murray, 
and aided by Dorothy Greener, Dorothy Stinnett, Art Matthews. 
McClain, Journal American, okayed it as an amusing museum 
piece with delightful music and a promising cast, Aston , 
World Telegram& Sun, liked it as a modest, unassuming, del- 
icious evening. Negative side headed by Kerr, Herald Trib- 
une, who panned complete cast as poor singers, as well as 
5 piece orchestra for stopping the audience from getting close 
to the Kern music. Merely not being able to sing is not enough 
reason for putting on a musical, he sighs noting that he almost 
went out of his wits trying to define the precise melody of 
what seemed a delightful song. Watt, News, vetoed production 
as an awful waste of time to restore a few nice tunes, though 
he admitted it was a beautiful production. 


Buoyant Billions- Provincetown- 5/26. 6 mild pros- and 
l con- Mirror-filed on first NY presentation of George Ber- 
nard Shaw's short play written at age 92 in 1946, his last script. 
Presented as the first in series of "Shaw Festival" repertory 
by Norman Roland, staged by Philip Burton with Patricia Falk- 
enhain, William Whitman, Joan Wetmore, Conrad Bain, Over- 
ruled , a short GBS play written in 1912, was the curtain-raiser. 
Majority felt that work, even though second rate Shaw, is still 
better and more interesting than most playwrights that the 
production ,no matter how static, was well worth viewing. Ad- 
mirable staging, talented cast make it possible to listen most 
of the time, rates Funke, Times, Meandering fun enunciated 
with elegant contradictions with patience, clarity and a genuine 
savor, okays Kerr, Herald Tribune, Capably acted with know- 
ledgeable direction in plays which only at times show Shaw's 
brilliance, added Silver, News. Though many miles from being 
one of his major works, its vitality, humor, grace of style and 
exuberance of spirit shine through, views Watts, Post. Worth 
seeing for the good, though obscure, Shaw, in which neither the 
cast nor the talk gets dreary, approves McClain, Journal Am- 
erican . Recommended by Aston, WTS, for those who like to 
laugh with their noodles. Sole dissenter, Coleman, Mirror, 
feared it was tepid or even a bit tedious, loosely constructed, 
and contained a variety of styles and accents. 


The Young and Beautiful- Theatre East 5/28. 2 pros- 
Times, World Telegram & Sun- and 4 cons- Herald Tribune, 
Mirror, Post, Journal American- filed on revival of 1955 
Sally Benson play based on stories by F. Scott Fitzgerald. 
Matt Cimber directed the Theatre East Repertory Company 
with Amanda Meiggs in the leading role.Group intends to 
revive American plays which did not fare well on Broad - 
way. Rave review from Calta, Times, applauded the ex- 
cellent revival of the play which seems more compact and 
fluid in its effective arena staging and an effective and re- 
sourceful debut performance by Meiggs. In milder pro tone, 
Aston, WTS, approved of hopeful direction and the young cast 
which shows flashes of talent. Diverse reasons given by 
dissenters ranging from not liking the play originally (Cole- 
man, Mirror) to two outright pannings for amateur perform- 
ances ( McClain, Journal American and Herridge, Post.) 
Crist, Herald Tribune, thought play lost its shocking violence 
by the leading player's softening attitude. 
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Theatre Film Notes 


Michael Blankfort assigned to write and produce the screen 
version of The Night Circus... "Happy Anniversary" is new title 
of Anniversary Waltz film now being made in NY by Joseph Fields 
with David Niven, Mitzi Gaynor, Carl Reiner. 


Theatre TV Notes 


Once Upon A Mattress cast to appear on June 9 CBS Garry 
Moore show, performance that night at Phoenix being canceled, 


Theatre Record Notes 


J.B. original cast album (RCA) in stereo made this week at 
Webster Hall, East llth St, to be released in the fall, 


Theatre Book Notes 


Cidatel Press to publish autobiography of Leonard Sillman in 
Aug... "The Mountain Giants and Other Plays" by Luigi Pirandello 
with foreward by George Freedley published by Crown ($3. 95.) 


Other Broadways 


Romanoff and Juliet with Peter Ustinov re-opened for 6 week 
West Coast revival starting June 8 at Hartford Theatre, Hollywood. 
-«-Puntila closed after a 2 week run at Wilbur Theatre, Boston. 


Jimmy Savo revue was canceled the day before its scheduled 
opening at Fortune Theatre after producer Anna Deere Wiman felt 
show was too thin for London audiences ... Mermaid Theatre, Lon- 
don's first new playhouse in 30 years, opened with Lock Up Your 
Daughter, a musical version of Henry Fielding's "Rape Upon Rape." 


European Theatre 


6 Actors Studio members-Vivian Nathan, Rosemary Murphy, 
Arthur Storch, Lou Antonio, Gene Saks and Patrick O'Neal will 
present short plays by Tennessee Williams (The Night of the 
Iguana) , William Inge (The Tiny Closet) and Jack Dunphy (Too 
Close for Comfort) July 2-11 at Gian Carlo Menotti's festival, 
Spoleto, Italy, staged by Frank Corsaro, Trio may be presented 
Off Broadway next season... Eugene Ionesco addresses 8th In - 
ternational Theatre Conference, Helsinki on the avant garde 
theatre. US delegates include John Beaufort, Clarence Derwent, 
Mildred Natwick, and Rosamond Gilder. 


Shakespeare 


NY State Supreme Court Judge Samuel Gold upheld NYC 
Park Commissioner Robert Moses ' refusal to allow Joe Papp's 
NY Shakespeare Festival to present a third season of free Shak- 
espeare productions in Central Park, Gold ruled that Moses 
was within his rights to decide how public property was to be 
used. In a 15 page brief filed by Moses he blamed Papp's lack 
of financial responsibility and the uncertainty of his being able 
to produce plays on a continuing basis as the reasons he could 
not ask the city to spend the $150,000 to $200, 000 needed to con- 
struct permanent stage dressing rooms, seating and toilet fac- 
ilities in the park, 


Yiddish Theatre 


Folksbiene Yiddish Theatre to build their new playhouse 
at 175 East Broadway , current site of Forward Hall. Theatre 
to open in Nov, with a new Sholom Aleichem production, 


Lincoln Squate 


Barbara Hutton presented $100, 000 to Lincoln Square Cen- 
ter of Performing Arts campaign which reached the $44 million 
mark in its $75 million goal, 


ARES 
\ 
} 


OFF BROADWAY YEAR,..139 union productions, On and Off 


Broadway were covered by the Herald Tribune staff this 
season, including 59 On Broadway and 80 Off Broadway, 

reports Pihodna, This is an increase of 123 last season. 
Approximately 70 different theatres have been used for 

the presentation of Off Broadway productions during the 
past two seasons, 


COLUMN TIPS...NY drama critics to judge contest to find 


name for new 600 seat theatre to be erected in Kips Bay 
Park housing project, hears Walker, News... Lester Os- 
terman, Jr.to add another playhouse to his holding, bets 
Coleman, Mirror.,.Sudden closing of Chic halted law- 
suit over use of "In and Out" list by Bob Benton-Harvey 
Schmidt, first introduced in "Esquire", notes Kilgallen, 
Journal American... Jule Styne played a butler and a wo- 
man wedding guest in the final performance of First Im- 
pressions, whispers Lyons, Post...CBS bought the Ler- 
ner Loewe interests in My Fair Lady and now own 70% 
Sobol, Journal American, details. 


PANTS MYSTERY...How McClain, Journal American, man- 


ages to tear his trousers in the same identical spot has 
not been solved, critic reminds, Phoenix Theatre , Shu- 
bert Theatres, City Investing Company Theatres, Miller 
Theatre and Circle-in-the-Square all investigated and 
insist that their seats, provided for the critic,are not 
broken, 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS...The Nervous Set, should have been 


booked into an Off Broadway theatre, suggests Walker , 
News, who rates the late show as away ahead of its time 
...Jacqueline Mayro, who portrays "Baby June" , Gypsy, 
is remarkable, points out Aston, World Telegram &Sun, 
The ll year old can kick her ears and split like dry hick- 
ory..Vinton Freedley seems an ideal choice for presi- 
dent of Actors Fund to Watts, Post...Trading stamps for 
baby sitters urged to augment the tickets for trading 
stamps plan set up byFood Fair, notes Chapman, News, 


INTER MISSIONS PRO & CON,..David Merrick, Gypsy pro- 


ducer who is absolutely right in penalizing late arrivals 
by making them wait until the end of the first act to be 
seated, was urged by McHarry, News, also to solve the 
problem of the blockbodies who dash for the exit gates at 
intermission and then just stand there, smiling, waving, 
and chatting and making it impossible for the rest of the 
audience to get to the sidewalk in time for a cigaret... 
Intermissions should be abolished, director Jean Negul- 
esco, told Sobol, Journal American, The audience is just 
getting interested when it's asked to go out and smoke 
and talk and then come back and see some more, Some 
day, some brave producer- will put on a play without in- 
termissions- and everyone will talk about it. 


INTERVIEW HI-LITES...Tennessee Williams is interested 


in writing about the insides of people by trying to pene- 
trate their minds, their emotions and their moods, he 
told Cruesemann,London Express(reprinted in World Tele- 
gram &Sun). For this he is falsely branded as a neurotic. 
He tries not to deceive or bore his audience, Playwright 
thinks he does not bore as much as annoy. His plays seem 
to lose their poetic quality on the screen, with the except- 
ion of Streetcar Named Desire, he fears... Ethel Merman, 
Gypsy, was sure her current show would be a hit when 

she heard that Jerome Robbins would direct it, the star 
told Battelle, Journal American. On Broadway that's like 
working for God, Merman said. 


PROS & CONS 
Sy TMK 


Leave It To Jane is a superb physical production of a 1917 
musical relic in which the ingenious staging and enthusiasm of 
the cast covers the lack of good voices for Kern's melodic music. 
The dated plot and obvious lyrics are so far afield of today's sub- 
ject matter for musicals that they remain fascinating throughout. 
Kathleen Murray is letter and picture perfect. It is also the only 
Off Broadway production within memory that some members of 
the audience literally were sitting behind trees ( prop.) 


* 


Buoyant Billions is a pleasant reading of Shaw's sprightly 
comments on modern mores. The language is sharp, witty and 
often very funny, The ideas engendered are always interesting 
and sometimes both shocking and surprising. As a play it lacks 
any form of construction and/or character development, It is to 
the credit of the director that he didn't try to make something 
out of it that simply was not there. 


* * 


The Young and the Beautiful is a doubly dull combination 
of a sticky soap-opera and a lacklustre production. The cast 
mistook walking fast across the tiny stage for acting. 


* 


If lack of facilities is the only reason why Park Commission- 
er Robert Moses has successfully kept the NY Shakespeare Fest- 
ival productions out of Central Park, why could not the free pro- 
ductions return to its original outdoor home, the East River Am- 
phitheatre? 


* * 


What theatre shortage? 70 playhouses of various shapes, 
sizes, conditions and flights up have been used during the past 
two years for Off Broadway Equity productions, sums the Her- 
ald Tribune survey. Add another ten for diverse rooms which 
have played Non-Equity productions, and still another five for 
the promised refurbishing of garages, night clubs, gyms, etc 
into Off Broadway theatres, and you have an imposing array 
of locations, This year there were more Off Broadway pro- 
ductions than On Broadway productions and there seems to 
be no reason in sight, short of over zealous fire inspectors , 
why the number of Off Broadway productions will not continue 
to climb. It is certainly time for all the theatre unions in- 
volved to re-examine their rules and regulations, many of them 
more than a decade old, 


* * 


The promised two productions of Brecht's Mother Courage 
both due Oct 15 with top stars could lead to a fascinating and 
profitable theatre controversy for all concerned. Participants 
in arguments could easily be disqualified if they hadn't seen 
both versions and the volume of debate and comment on sen- 
sible theatre subjects could be a healthy, encouraging sign to 
those who believe that theatre business can only be aided by 
name calling, face-slapping and other negative publicity stunts. 


* * 


Repertory, which has become a dirty word in legit circles, 
is getting a minor try Off Broadway this season with two com- 
panies planning alternating productions, It is possible that 
such a system might be the answer to the universal mid-week 
slump Off Broadway. 


* * 
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This weekly chart of CRITICAL DIGEST presents up-to-date date on current business and : 
en z BOY FRIEND 38 Comm 5 Pro- Times, H. Trib, J. Am 
critical reaction to current Broadway and Off Broadway shows. Top week-end box office Cherry Lane $4.60 1/26/58 CH 2-4468 WTS, Post 
prices and opening dates are listed, 
. CRUCIBLE 32 & Bway 7 Pro- Unanimous raves 
SUBSCRIBERS may phone, write or call in person for any other specific data and/or for . : x 
details of late reviews. Martinque $4.15 3/11/58 PE 6-3056 revival Miller drama 
"C"-critical- figures refer to percentage of PRO reviews filed by 7 NYC daily reviewers. 04.00 Times, H Trib, Post, WTS 
PRO means show was recommended for entertaining and/or stimulating evening, not if the ee ee ee 7 on- News, Mirror, J, Am 
critic predicted if show would be a commercial hit or not ( earn back its investment, ) FALLOUT ee 2 Pro- News, WTS 
"B"-Business- figures refer to percentage of gross sales last week, %%B figures refer to Renata $4.90 5/20/59 OR 4-3210 4 Con- Times, Trib, J, Am, Post 
percentage of past week's attendance and indicates current availability of tickets. CAP 
figures refer to gross capacity of houses on Broadway in thousands of dollars. Figures Pro- 
that follow are corrected gross estimates by VARIETY for past week and previous week 's her Sq $4. /25/59 H 2-9 Con- H. Trib, News 
business, All figures are in thousands of dollars, Thus 100% B Cap $68--$68 $64- etc : 
means that the past week the show was a sell out at $68,000, the previous week's business —- uaa = ~d A 7 Pro- Unanimous for one man 
was$64,000 gross, etc st St $4, / - show by Hal Holbrook 
Phoenix $4.95 5/11/59 AL 4-0525 1 Con- News 
DESTRY RIDES AGAIN 255 W 45 80% C- 2 Con-Times, H. Trib-3 raves 
Imperial $9.40 4/23/59 CO 5-2412 100% B- Cap $54--$66 $66 $65 $65 OUR TOWN 5 Sher Sq 7 Pro- Unanimous approval 
Circle $4.50 3/23/59 OR 5-9437 revival Wilder prize play 
FLOWER DRUM SONG 246 W 44 90% C- 1 Con- Post 
St James $8.05 12/8/58 LA 4-4664 100% B- Cap $62--$63 $63 $63 $63 $62 SHAW FESTIVAL 133 MacDoug Buoy, Bill- 6 pro- 1 Con- Mirror 
Province $3.90 5/26/59 GR 7-9894 Getting Marr- 
GAZEBO 143 W 45 60% C- 4 Pro-Times, Trib, News, J Am 
Lyceum $6.90 12/12/58 JU 6-7950 40% B- Cap $31--$13 $13 $15 $13 $18 $19 3 PENNY OPERA 121 Chris 3 Pro- Times, Trib, Post 
De Lys $4.85 9/20/55 WA 4-8782 
GYPSY 1681 Bway 100% C- 7 pro- J Am milder on book 
Broadway $9.40 5/21/59 Cl 7-7992 100% B- Cap $80--$80 WALTZ OF TOREADORS 162-2nd Av 2 Pro- H.Trib, J. Am 
Cricket $3.60 4/6/59 OR 4-3960 
J.B. 245 W 52 100% C- 7 pro- 2 Ok J Daly-News, WTS 
ANTA $6.90 12/11/58 CI 6-6270 60% B- Cap $45--$25 $27 $28 $24 $27 YOUNG & BEAUTIFUL 211 E 60 2 Pro- Times, WTS 
T. East $2.95 5/28/59 TE 2-9220 4 Con- Trib, Mir,J. Am, Post 
LA PLUME 242 W 45 100% C- 6 raves-Times milder okay 
Royale $8.05 11/11/58 Cl 5-5760 100% B- Cap $44--$45 $45 $45 $45 $45 REPERTORY 530-6th Av Many Lov-l Pro-Times-2 Con-Trib, Pos 
Living $3.45 1/13/59 CH 3-4569 Cave of Mac- 
MAJORITY ONE 225 W 44 90% C- 1 Con- News-all raves co-stars 
Shubert $6.90 2/16/59 CI 6-5990 100% B- Cap $53--$53 $53 $53 $53 $53 
LONDON CALENDAR 
MAKE A MILLION 225 W 45 60% C- 4 Pro-Trib, Mir, J. Am, WTS 
Morosco $6.90 10/24/58 CI 6-0230 45% B- Cap $36--$14 $15 $16 $16 $15 $15 June 2- A Midsummer Nights Dream-Stratford 
June 4- The French Mistress -Adelphi 
MARRIAGE: GO ROUND 236 W 45 40% C- 3 Pro-Times, News, WTS June 9- The Tempest- Old Vic 
Plymouth $6.90 10/29/59 CI 6-9156 100% B- Cap $42-$43-$43 Closed 6/15-9/12 
MUSIC MAN 245 W 44 100% C- 6 pro raves show-H Trib milder 
Majestic $8.05 12/19/57 Cl 6-0730 95% B- Cap $70--$68 $67 $71 $69 $70 $71 
MY FAIR LADY 235 W 51 100% C- 7 raves play-News ok P, Charls 


Hellinger $8.05 3/15/56 PL 7-7064 100% B- Cap $70--$70 $70 $70 $70 $70 
THEATRE CALENDAR 
ONCE MORE FEELING 210 W 41 60% C- 4 pro-Times, Post, J. Am, WTS 
National $6.90 12/21/58 WI 7-5510 60% B- Cap $44--$21 $21 $20 $20 $24 
Sessue Hayakawa- 7 Arts 6/3 Happy Town- 10/1 
PLEASURE COMPANY 220 W 48 90% C- 1 Con- Post Dr, Willy Nilly- Barbizon Pl 6/4 At Drop of Hat-Golden 10/8 
Longacre $6.90 10/22/58 CI 6-5639 70% B- Cap $37--$27 $28 $30 $30 $34 Getting Married- Province 6/4 Mother Courage-10/15 (2 prod.) 
Billy Barnes Revue- York 6/9 Midnight Sun- 10/13 
RAISIN IN SUN 243 W 47 100% C- most raves, slight reservations Cast of Characters- Downtown 6/10 Miracle Worker- Playhouse 10/19 
Barrymore $6.90 3/11/59 CI 6-0390 100% B- Cap $41--$42-$42 $42 $42 $41 Cave of Machpellah- Living 6/11 Connecticut Summer- Shubert 10/22 
Romeo & Juliet- Stratford 6/12 Warm Peninsula- Hayes 10/22 
R ASHOMON 255 W 45 80% C- 2 Con- H Trib, News- 4 raves Drunkard- Gate 6/24 Heartbreak House-National 10/? 
Music Box $7.50 1/27/59 CI 6-4639 60% B- Cap $38--$19 $19 $22 $21$23 $27 Song of Norway- Jones Beach 6/25 Golden Fleecing- Miller 10/? 
The Connection- Living 6/30 
REDHEAD 226 W 46 80% C- 1 Con- Times-6 raves G Verdon Salome- Downtown 6/? Highest Tree- 11/2 
46th St $8.20 2/5/59 Cl 6-4271 100% B- Cap$62--$62 $62 $62 $62 $62 Fiorella- 11/3 
Merry Wives- Stratford, Conn 7/2 Dybbuk from Woodhavdn-Ll/5 
SWEET BIRD YOUTH 302 W 45 100% C- 7 pro- 6 raves- Post milder All's Well- Stratford 7/29 Sound of Music- Lunt LI/12 
Beck $6.90 3/10/59 Cl 6-6363 95% B- Cap $48--$46 $45 $47 $48 $47 Masterpiece- 1/12 
Silent Night, Lonely Night-Morosco 12/2 
TOUCH OF POET 210 W 45 100% C- 4 raves play & players 3 Sisters- 4th St 9/10 Saratoga- W. Garden 12/7 
Hayes $7.50 10/2/58 CI 6-6380 45% B- Cap$43--$18 $19 $17 $16 $18 $20 Japan Girl Theatre- Met Opera 9/16 Saturday Night54th St 12/10 
. Much Ado About Nothing-Lunt 9/17 
TWO SEE SAW 222 W 46 90% C- 1 Con-WTS- 5 raves orig. cast Simone- Gate 9/23 Pink Jungle- Plymwuth 1/2 
Booth $6.90 1/16/58 Cl 6-5969 65% B- Cap $31--$21 $22 $24 $22 $24 Gang's All Here- Ambassador 9/24 A Mighty Man Is He- 2/11 
Shakuntala-St Marks 9/29 Paris Not So Gay- 3/10 
WEST SIDE STORY 1634 Bway 100% C- 7 pros-dances, musical, cast Vincent- Cricket 9/30 
W.Garden $8 9/27/57 CI 5-4878 60% B- Cap $76--$42 $43 $50 $43 $53 
CD PROS & CONS 
WORLD S, WONG 235 W 44 60% C- 4 pro-Mir, J Am, WTS, Post 
Broadhurst $6.90 10/14/58 Cl 6-6699 70% B- Cap $47--$29 $28 $32 $30 $34 PROS: Gypsy, La Plume, Make A Million, Majority of One, Music Man, My Fair Lady, 


RATINGS OF NYC CRITICS 


1958-59 season ratings of NYC drama critics on current On and Off Broadway shows by 
CRITICAL DIGEST. %%CD Figures are percentage of pro votes in comparison to con 
votes on both On and Off Broadway, details of each under On Pro, On Con, Off Pro, Off Con. 
VARIETY seasonal figures are percentage of favorable (predicting hits properly) reviews 
filed by critics for entire season for On Broadway shows only, 


33 shows CD *% On-Pro On-Con Off-Pro Off-Con Variety '57-58 '56-57 
Times 85% 17 4 12 1 . 340 291 
H. Tribune 73% 16 5 9 4 320 229 
Mirror 85% 19 2 10 3 
News 79% 7 4 10 3 500 . 541 
J. American 85% 19 2 10 3 . 500 469 
Post 76% 16 5 10 3 448 404 
W. Tele-Sun 18 3 13 0 .234 


$ 25 per year 


Once More With Feeling, Pleasure of His Company, Rashomon, Raisin in Sun, 
Redhead, Sweet Bird of Youth, Touch of Poet, Two Seesaw, West Side Story 
Boy Friend, Buoyant Billions, Crucible, Leave it To Jane, Once Upon Mattress, 
Many Loves, Our Town, 3 Penny Opera 


CONS: Destry, Gazebo,, J,B,, Marriage Go Round, World S. Wong 
Enemy of People, Fallout, Young & Beautiful 


This weekly NYC THEATRE NEWSLETTER DIGEST SERVICE ---- 
now in its 10th year of service to theatre professionals--directors- 
producers-investor s-editor s-teacher s-college libraries-drama de- 
partments-etc-coast to coast-presents each week of the year a con- 
cise 15 minute summary of all theatre news, comments, reviews, -etc 
contained in the past week's 2100 pages of 7 NYC daily newspapers-- 
PLUS Fact chart of critical & business reaction, , Up-To-Date calen- 
dar... Free Research and late review data-via mail, phone or in per- 
son.,.Summer issues cover strawhat scene coast to coast as reviewed 
and reported in 30 top dailies of 13 metropolitan areas coast to coast, 
plus preview of fall plans for Broadway and Off Bradway. 


Check attached... Bill Me-- 


= 


